String Quartet No. 2 in D Major of Alexander Borodin (The Drolc 
Quartet; WNCN 
And while Vaughan Williams and Holst were looking for England 
Borodin and Balakirev and Rimsky-Korsakov and Mussorgsky and Cui 
were looking for Russia and Borodin was the first Russian to 
write music of national character which was acclaimed outside of 
his own country and his Second String Quartet is at the same 
time national and non-national. "Bubbles bangles bright shiny 
beads" "And this is my beloved" and the abstract and metaphorical 
music created by Borodin is transformed into the concrete and the 
allegorical and "Souvent pour s'amuser, les hommes d'équipage/ 
Prennent des albatros, vastes oiseaux des mers, .. . A peine 
les ont-ils dépos&s sur les planches,/ Que ces rois de l'azur, 
maladroits et honteux,/ Laissent pitieusement leurs grandes ailes 
blanches/ Comme des avirons tratner A cdté d'eux./ Ce voyageur 
ailé, comme il est gauche et veule!/ Lui, naguère si beau, qu'il 
est comique et laid!..." Particularization and Borodin's 
Second String Quarter is used in much the same manner that many 
abstract musical compositions are used by choreographers and they 
are not seen as ends in themselves as autonomous aesthetic 
phenomena but rather as means to an end. The Brahms B-Flat Major 
Piano Concerto is similarly used by Richard Rogers and "The Sweet- 
est Sounds I've Ever Heard Are Still Inside My Head" is stolen 
from Brahms and the abstract is particularized. And it's an 
entirely different situation when an author quotes himself or 
when he quotes another and gives credit to the creator because 
then the quoted material is seen as an end in itself. Johannes 
Haydn. Ralph Vaughan Williams: 
Fantaisia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis, Racine: Phèdre. Re-appear- 
ing fictional characters and Henry de Marsay re-appears that is 


to say he is quoted in at least twenty-four novels of La Comédie 
Humaine. And in 1941 Greta Gustafsson became thirty-six forever 
and Felix Mendelssohn marked many of his scores L. e. & Gor 
Hadem, and the meaning of those letters has never been ascertained. 
And the illegitimate son of Prince Luke Ghedeanishvili was given 
the name of one of the Prince's serfs and Emily "Sacred Emily." 


(L'Aire: 9-18-75) 





